ANIMISM
has been written about ophiolatry or serpent worship,  its prominent place in barbaric  and classic religions gives it special significance.    The lithe, sinuous, silent creep of the serpent, its beauty of colouring, its arresting eye, fatal venom, and other qualities, give it as exceptional place in the cults of the world as it holds in the animal kingdom, and explain why here it is worshipped as a god, and there dreaded as a demon; here a symbol of life, and there a symbol of death. " More subtil than any beast of the field," as it is shrewdly described in the Book of Genesis, it has been the origin of some of the wildest theories that the fear and imagination of man have coined. Its  extensive range accounts for its well-nigh universal worship, examples of which in present times abound, while in ancient Greece the great heaven-father Zeus was himself worshipped under the form of a serpent, and in the temple of the Bona Dea snakes were kept " as the usual symbol of the medicinal art, and at the same time appropriate to her as an Earth-goddess." *9   Speaking of present day Animism, Sir Alfred Lyall says that " the most complete and absolute elevation
49 Warde Fowler, Eoman Festivals, p. 104.